What Is a One-pager?

A one-pager is a single-page response to your reading.  It is a way to be creative in showing what you know about the novel.  It is a way to “distill” everything you have learned about the novel into a visual, imaginative page.

Use paper that is not lined.  You may use computer paper, construction paper, or cardstock (just a little thicker than paper but not as thick as poster board).  Your paper needs to be 8 ½ x 11 in size.  No half-sheets of paper, please.

The purpose of the one-pager is to show visually what you are reading.   The one-pager becomes a metaphor for the reading you have done.

What to do (See rubric for specifics!)
1. Pull out a significant quote or two representing what you think is most important in the novel.  Print it out and glue it onto your paper.  

2. Use visual images, drawn, painted, or cut from a magazine, to create a visual focus.

3. Use specific colors and single words (abstract words?) to create an impression that you got from reading the book.  The words can be from the book, or you can choose words that represent themes or tones you picked up from your reading.

4. Make a personal statement about what you have read.

5. Ask a pertinent question.

6. Cut shapes to glue onto your one-pager.  Draw on or around them to create a visual that means something.

7. Cut your one-pager into a shape that has significance for the novel.

8. Paint (or use colored pencils) to create a background for your one-pager.  Then put your words and images on top of your painting.  You’ll need something thicker than computer paper if you use paints.

9. Make it visually appealing, but it should reveal a significant amount of thought on your part.  

10.  Include Stop, Notice and Note Signs (MM, AA, AHA, WW, TQ)

You must have the title and author on the visual somewhere.  

Your choices MUST address theme, setting, tone, and/or characterization.  

ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF NOTEBOOK PAPER or on the computer (preferable), write/type an explanation of your one-pager (no longer than a page) to turn in with your one-pager.  Be sure to check your spelling on your work.  This should NOT be a summary of the book.
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