Dear Parent or Guardian:

I would like to welcome your child to the eighth grade Pre-AP English class at Hurst Junior High. Please keep in mind this is a fast-paced course in which many new concepts are presented.  Because of this, students must be willing to put forth the extra time and effort needed to succeed.  If English has always been easy for them, they need to expect an increased challenge.  

Emphasis will be placed on: 

1. Higher level vocabulary

2. Literary works analysis

3. Accurate, well-developed essays

4. Depth and complexity of thinking

To enhance the students’ learning and to prepare them for the demands of advanced level work, students are asked to read The Giver by Lois Lowery before the next school year begins.  This book is available at most bookstores.  Students will need to complete a Notice and Note Signposts sheet (attached).  In addition, it is recommended that students annotate their book for literary devices and figurative language. The Notice and Notes Signpost sheet will be collected on the first day of school for a grade.  Students should also be prepared for a test, a writing assignment, and discussion over the novel within the first few days of school.
In addition to the summer reading assignment of The Giver, the books that follow will be required readings throughout the year along with other personal readings required for projects. Those that are starred will need to be purchased.

**House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
The Twelfth Night (Signet Classic Shakespeare)

**Night  by Elie Wiesel (New Translation by Marion Wiesel)
Animal Farm by George Orwell

With great expectations,
Nichelle Wright 

8th grade Pre-AP English teacher
ANNOTATION ASSIGNMENT – SUMMER READING

In order to complete the annotation portion of the assignment, simply highlight at least 20 examples throughout the text and label each one with the correct literary term in your book. (You can use sticky notes or note cards to annotate, if you prefer.)You will need to turn in an organized copy (typed or handwritten) of those 20 items on the first day of school.  Please find a variety of examples in the novel, and avoid just highlighting all similes. Your annotations will be graded and we will be referring to them in our discussions and assignments during the first six weeks of the school year. You will also be tested on the reading material during the first week of school. 
Allusion --A reference to a mythological, literary, biblical, or historical person, place, or thing.

Examples –  

· “The girl’s love of sweets was her Achilles heel.”  This is a reference to Achilles from Greek mythology. 
·  In The Outsiders, Johnny says, “Stay gold, Pony Boy . . . stay gold.”  This is a literary allusion to the Robert Frost poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay.”  
· An allusion can also be Biblical, as in this example from Frankenstein when the monster says, “Like Adam, I was apparently united by no link to any other being.”
Imagery--Descriptive words or phrases that appeal to the five senses (sight, smell, sound, taste, touch).
Example from To Kill a Mockingbird -- The house was low, was once white with a deep front porch and green shutters, but had long ago darkened to the color of the slate-gray yard around it.  Rain-rotted shingles drooped over the eaves of the veranda; oak tree kept the sun away.
Metaphor--Compares two unlike things in which one thing is said to be another. (similar to a simile, but a metaphor does not use like or as)

Example -- The bar of soap was a slippery eel during the dog’s bath.
Personification--Figure of speech in which an object or animal is spoken of as if it had human feelings, thoughts, or attitudes.

Example from Louis Sachar’s Holes – “The rain stopped and the lake said goodbye” and “the tree beckoned the campers to its shade.”
Simile--A comparison of two unlike things by using words such as like, as, than, or resembles.

Example from Patricia Reilly Giff’s Pictures of Hollis Woods – “It was as if the angry Hollis were sleeping right out of my bones, leaving chocolate as soft as that sticky Hershey bar.”
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Hurst Junior High Pre-AP/IB and GT/IB 8th Grade 2016 Summer Reading Assignment

  Pre-AP/IB Teacher:  Mrs. Wright

 For your summer reading, you will read The Giver by Lois Lowry, and then complete the two assignments described below.  These assignments will be due the first week of school.
Assignment 1:  Annotation – see additional page attached with examples
Assignment 2:  As you read The Giver, look for signposts and document them on the chart below. You must use every signpost at least one time, but you may use any signpost more than once. Fill in the whole chart. 
Summer Reading Assessment:  Read carefully to pass the quiz given the first week of school.


Signposts and Reading Thinking Log
Directions: As you read, be on the lookout for the different signposts and/or other observations, connections, and questions you might have. Fill in the chart with information that will help you prepare for the next discussion. You will not find ALL of the signposts EVERY time you read.
	Contrasts and Contradictions
	Aha
Moment
	Tough
Questions
	Words of
the Wiser
	Again and
Again
	Memory
Moment

	CC
	Aha
	TQ
	WW
	AA
	MM

	Why do you think the character is doing this? 
	How do you think this might change things?
	What does this question make you wonder about?
	What is the life lesson, and how might affect the character? 
	Why do you think this keep showing up again and again?
	Why do you think this memory might be important?


	Page #
	Signpost OR Observations, Connections, and Questions
	Text Clue
	My reading thoughts and/or answer to the anchor question. Make sure to EXPLAIN your answer.
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